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The Rolls-Royce Tradition 
Introducing the New 1988 Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit 


Rolls-Royce Motors are proud to present the latest Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit which 
embodies many changes in keeping with their established tradition of 
continual refinement. 


Sir Henry Royce led the way for todays engineers and designers to produce this, the 
latest Silver Spirit model which incorporates over 2000 changes to previous models. 
© The latest fuel injected engine gives a 22 percent increase in power output 
and reduced fuel consumption by incorporating lower friction pistons and 
redesigned manifolding and cylinder heads. 
@ Anti-lock braking systems are standard equipment on all 1988 series Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars. 
A four position memory seat function ts fitted to each front seat, which 
instantly gives the desired seating position with the push of one button. 
Air conditioning has always been an important feature of Roll-Royce. The 


1988 series air conditioning gives improved control at upper and lower 
levels under all conditions. 


The new 1988 Series Silver Spirit ts a successful marriage of luxury and the latest 
technology to give the owner a standard one can only experience in driving 
“The Best Car In The Worla”. 


YORK MOTORS “=o” 


Sole distributors for Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars in N.S.W., Qld. and the A.C.T. 


Licensed Dealer 428 
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Front Cover Photo: 


New South Wales Branch member Har- 
vey Dearing passed away on 8th Febru- 
ary, 1988. Harvey owned two H. J. 
Mulliner bodied Silver Wraiths, one of 
which, WSG26, graces our front cover. 
The photograph was taken at Aber- 
crombie House, near Bathurst, on the 
1984 Federal Rally and is reproduced in 
colour thanks to a small group of N.S.W. 
Branch members who contributed to a 
fund to pay for the colour separation and 
colour printing as a tribute to Harvey. 


From the Editor 


European Coachwork 


A glance at the A.C.T. Branch 
membership register reveals a sur- 
prising number of cars with con- 
tinental European coachwork, built 
in such countries as France, 
Switzerland, the Netherlands and 
Italy. Some of these are illustrated 
on this page. 

The top car is a Phantom lI 
(16SK) with Henri Chapron three- 
position drophead coupe coach- 
work. The next car down, also a 
drophead, is by Graber on Mk VI 
Bentley chassis No. B190CF. Next is 
a left-hand drive Silver Dawn 
(LSHD22) with saloon coachwork 
by Ghia. All three of these cars are 
owned by Branch member Thomas 
T. Solley of Indiana, U.S.A. The 
photo of the Graber Mk VI was 
taken last (northern) autumn when 
Tom and his wife took it to Switzer- 
land — or perhaps | should say back 
to Switzerland! It took Best in Class 
and Best for Elegance in its class at 
the RREC Annual Rally in England 
last year. 

The car in the bottom picture is 
a 20/25 (GHW75) with limousine 
coachwork by Pinnock and must 
surely be the only Dutch-bodied 
Rolls-Royce in Australia. It is owned 
by A.C.T. Branch member Ralph 
Mansfield of Goulburn who has just 
imported it from England. We look 
forward to seeing this car on Club 
outings in the future, though it is 
conceded that we are unlikely to see 
the other three cars on this page! 


Derby not Springfield 


On page 1358 (6-87) | incorrectly 
claimed that ‘‘Ted Hudson 
(N.S.W.) unexpectedly brought 
along (to the Federal Concours) his 
1922 Springfield Silver Ghost 
(154BG)."’ Keith Wherry has written 
to point out that he did not and that 
the car illustrated is in fact 85AG, 
a Derby Silver Ghost owned by 
John Lockeridge and June Brad- 
shaw. The car’s American appear- 
ance led me into this (uncharac- 
teristic, | hope) lapse into 
inaccuracy. The smart coachwork 
originated on a Packard. 


Spot the difference 


Readers would also have easily 
spotted the deliberate error on 
p. 1352! The Federal Rally logo on 
that page is a pre-production proto- 
type and differs from that eventually 
adopted for the Rally. There will be 
a small prize for the first letter 
received by the Editor naming three 
differences! 
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Silver Dawn on 

South Australian member John BN NTA. 
Bull accompanied Michael Nightin- Gayle” 
gale and Greg Horsell to last year’s 
Canberra Federal Rally in Michael's 
Mk. VI (B151JN) and put his con- 
siderable artistic talents to work 
when, on the return journey, the 
Bentley was called upon to assist 
another member’s car. The drawing 
(right) depicts the Bentley towing 
fellow South Australians David and 
Judy Heuzenroeder’s lovely Silver 
Dawn (SDB140) near Old Junee in 
New South Wales, where the latter 
had developed carburetter trouble 
—which turned out to be caused 
by a screw working loose. | under- 
stand the problem was rectified by 
bush mechanics in Coolamon, 


who, while not working on Rolls- —— . ‘is nytt 
Royce cars on a day-to-day basis, SET ates rm ee gh ‘ ep hut¥ f 
were nevertheless conversant with EE IGEL self proglamedl serve Ihe. Silent Sports Car ee 3 Pas 
carburetter ills! SDB140 continued ssephe ye EN eg pee f CAE Be SMe Ae wes ee ers wi ad 
to Adelaide undaunted, as did Se Ie Oy OE ee i RE Whe, 27. abe 


B1I51JN. 


SS 


of extracts from minutes of a meet- 
ing of the then Editorial Committee. 

The latest in the continuing saga These, | am assured by Jim, are 
of who thought of the title of our absolutely authentic! Turn to page 
Federal Journal comes from Jim 1383 for what would appear to be, 
Kelso (N.S.W.) who backs his claim but probably won't be, the last word 
with irrefutable evidence in the form in this argument! 


Kelso re-claims title! 


The familiar cover of the old-format 
PRAECLARUM. 


Mechanic's nightmare 


The plumbing and machinery in 
the photograph (left), taken by 
Roger Thiedeman (Vic.) belong to 
a Rolls-Royce car. 

There will be a small prize for 
the first member, other than an 
owner or former owner of the model 
concerned, who can identify it. 
Entries to me. 

Martin Bennett. 
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Most people, if asked to describe 
Harvey Dearing, would say that he 
was a “‘gentle’’ man and of course, 
a gentleman, but, Harvey Dearing 
was also a paradox, a man of many 
parts, and I'm not referring to the 
pieces of motor vehicles which on 
occasion cluttered his former home, 
but rather, to his surprisingly diverse 
accomplishments. It was almost as 
if he lived two lives — in two 
different periods! 

Perhaps he should have been 
born in the era of the “Scarlet Pim- 
pernel”’ and the “Three 
Muscateers,”” so great was his love 
of that period of masculine ‘‘daring- 
do”! 

This ‘’other’’ Harvey will come as 
a surprise to members of our car 
club — who have known him only 
over the past ten years. 

For us, he was a rather quiet ‘‘laid 
back,’ mild mannered _ individual 
with an impish sense of humour. 
Phone calls to his home resulted in a 
voice which commanded — 


“speak”! or even “expostulate”’! — 


which must have been unnerving to 
the timid and disconcerting to 
creditors! 

Since the move to Eastwood — 
“Art Decco Palace” was a popular 
greeting, reflecting the style of his 
new home and the treasures of the 
Decco period — which he had 
collected for years — to fill it. 

A lot of fun was to be had from 
these phone calls if one used false 
voices and asked for ‘Decadent 
Dearing,"’ or ‘‘Rolls Wraith Wreck- 
ers’’! The verbal jousts could go on 
for minutes — and _ inevitably 
finished in gales of laughter! 

Surprisingly, Harvey didn’t even 
own a driver's licence — let alone a 
car — twelve years ago. After a brief 
flirtation with a jaguar, he acquired 
a Silver Dawn — and then a Rolls 
Limousine — his much-loved 
“Wraith One.” 

The Rolls-Royce air of excellence 
in design, manufacture and finish, 
found a willing disciple in Harvey. 
He wasn’t really concerned about 
what happened under the bonnet 
— it was in the body design and in 
particular the interior, which was his 
chief interest. 

He rapidly acquired the skills to 
refurbish ‘Wraith I’ himself and then 
purchased a similar car — Wraith 
Two. For this he designed and 
proceeded to build, what | predict 
will be the most imaginative and 
elaborate division of any car in 
Australia — Royal vehicles included. 

There are beautifully fitted 
cabinets for decanters and glasses, 
plates and cutlery, brush and comb 
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Harvey Dearing 


set, gaming tables and magnificent 
inlays on classic art decco style — of 
air-borne nymphs holding the reigns 
of horses and chariot speeding 
across a cloud-filled sky!! 


This self-taught workmanship and 
design is simply exquisite — Sir 
Henry Royce would have been 
proud of him. It is almost finished 
and Gail and Tyrone will finish it — 
assemble it and instal it and there 
will be no lack of willing hands to 
help finish the car. It will be a 
breath-taking interior — a show- 
stopper — and a permanent remind- 
er of Harvey's imagination and skill. 

Of course, his own high standards 
made him a discerning Concours 
judge. Together, | recall, we opened 
the doors of a car on which the 
owner had lavished many thousands 
of dollars in a restoration. ‘““Mmm — 
not good enough” murmured Har- 


vey, ‘‘nail heads showing . . . leather 
is joined in the wrong place, too! 
—and look at the carpet! — that’s 


not the way to sew the edges!’’ He 
was a perfectionist! 

A couple of years ago at Harvey’s 
home, | picked up a photograph. 
| was amazed at what | saw! There 
was our mild-mannered Harvey, 
wearing hose and doublet — sword 
in hand — fighting a deadly duel! 


This was the other Harvey, the 
one that only his oldest friends and 
family knew! 

| found it hard to extract the story 
from him, for he was a reticent man, 
not prone to talking about his 
achievements. 

In his earlier years he became a 
great movie buff and shared this 
enthusiasm with people like pro- 
ducer Bruce Heresford, Bill Collins, 
John Love and Kay, who later 
became his wife. He loved the 
musicals of the ‘30s and ‘40s and 
knew all the hit songs, but his 
particular heroes were the swash- 
buckling, romantic swordsmen of 
the era — Tyrone Power and Errol 
Flynn, after both of whom his son is 
named, Basil Rathbone and Douglas 
Fairbanks Jnr. 

He learned to become a swords- 
man like them and the Rockdale 
house was the scene of many a duel 
as Harvey crossed swords with 
opponents — some of Olympic 
standard. 

Daggers were embedded in door- 
ways — candelabra cut in half — 
figures vaulted stairs and bannisters 
in the deadly game of cut and thrust 
— and deadly it was, for Harvey 
used only real, unguarded weapons 
— rapiers — and asa result, first-aid 
was sometimes needed. 
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It was a somewhat bizarre child- 
hood at times for Ty and his sister — 
and particularly Ty — whom Harvey 
trained in the art. 

If he didn’t parry when he should 
— he was in big trouble! (in more 
ways than one). 

Fortunately there are a number of 
short films of these duels, which 
make exciting viewing today! The 
great pity is that we didn’t make any 
movies in this country at that time 
which required his skills, but he did 
choreograph many a duel for stage 
shows and played in some of them 
himself. 

His collection of swords — he 
made himself. Brass hand-guards, 
beautifully carved, cut and em- 
bossed in true period style — and all 
with simple tools. Hours and hours 
of painstaking work to achieve the 
standard he required. He was un- 
doubtably a master craftsman — 
self taught — but a master never- 
the-less! 

We shall miss him in our Club — 
for — uniquely — everyone liked 
him — and many loved him. His 
talents are irreplaceable. 

It was fortunate that Eric Lang, 
his friend of 40 years was with him 
when he was stricken down with a 
stroke. When he recovered con- 
sciousness in hospital he  im- 
mediately became the Harvey of 
old. In no time he was entertaining 
everybody within earshot. ‘What's 
your name?” asked the Doctor... . 
“Mudd” he replied. ‘I’m the very 
model of a modern major general!’ 

“Who is Gail?’’ They asked. “Ah 
— she who must be obeyed” he 
responded — and burst into a 
chorus of “You're the cream in my 
coffee’. . . and when he spotted 
Eric he cried “Eric the Red”! and to- 
gether they sang ‘‘You’re the Tops”’ 
and so he disappeared into the brain 
scanning room with the staff in 
gales of laughter. 

At that stage, he was paralysed 
down one side. Did he know how 
seriously ill he was? I'm inclined to 
think so — and that he deliberately 
set out to make light of it and 
reassure his loved ones. But what- 
ever, he went out with style and 
humour like an old swashbuckler, 
who knew defeat was nigh — but 
refused to acknowledge it. 

Tyrone has chosen some 
singularly appropriate words on 
which to end this appreciation. It is 
an epitaph on Douglas Fairbanks 
Jnr., written by James Laver. . . 


EPITAPH ON DOUGLAS 
FAIRBANKS JNR. 
Written by James Laver, 1935: 


When | am dead say only that | lived 


each moment fully, 


squeezed each minute dry into 


time’s cup, and drank it! 


Say that |, whatever grief pursued 


me, never grieved, 


but in the darkest hour of night 


| believed 
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in the white Dawn, that soon should 
flood the sky. 

Defeated, keep my faith in Victory 
and all my loss, 

by one bold stroke retrieved. 

Say that | died, died fighting, 
fighting yet, 

though beaten backward, bleeding, 

to the ground; 


From the Federal President 


Federal Rally 1988 


As members would be aware, the 
Federal Rally this year is being 
hosted by the Queensland Branch 
and will be held on the weekend 15- 
18 September. 

The Queensland Branch will be 
forwarding application forms 
directly to members, | believe during 
March and April. Please assist by 
returning the forms as soon as 
possible. In the meantime, if any 
information is required, the Public 
Relations Officer appointed for the 
Rally is Queensland member, Keith 
Brennan, who will assist with any 
particular queries. 

The planned itinerary sounds very 
enjoyable, and for those members 
who have not visited the Gold Coast 
in recent years you will find quite a 
surprise in the form of the enormous 
development that has taken place 
including such new resorts as 
Sanctuary Cove and the Sheraton 
Mirage Hotel. 

The Queensland Branch was 
faced with an extraordinary dif- 
ficulty in the form of a request 
by hotels for a substantial deposit 
of $100.00 per room. This request 
has been brought about by the 
heavy bookings for the Bicen- 
tennary Year, combined with Expo 
88 in Brisbane. It is a problem that 
has not previously faced other 
Branches who have hosted the 
Federal Rally. | am pleased to 
report, however, that the true 
national spirit of our Club became 
evident, and that following a re- 
quest from the Queensland Branch 
the Victoria Branch loaned the sum 
of $5,000.00 and the New South 
Wales Branch the sum of $7,000.00, 
interest free, until the Queensland 
Branch has been able to recoup the 
funds from members’ deposits. 


Castrol International 
Bicentennial Rally 


By the time you read this report, 
this amazing event will have taken 


place. | understand that it is the 
largest event of its type ever held in 
this country, and possibly any- 
where. In the order of some 1,200 
vintage and veteran vehicles travell- 
ing from every state and territory 
capital, coverging on the nation’s 
capital on 16th March, 1988. This 
includes some 55 vintage and 
veteran Rolls-Royces and vintage 
Bentley vehicles. 

Various individual marque days 
took place on 18th March including 
those hosted by the Bentley Drivers’ 
Club and by the A.C.T. Branch of 
this Club. 

A large number of overseas 
owners of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
motor cars took part and | trust that 
many new contacts and friendships 
were made by them with members 
of our Club throughout Australia. 

Sincere congratulations to the 
overall organiser of the event, 
A.C.T. Branch Member, lan Irwin, 
and to the other members of our 
club who played a significant part in 
the success of the Rally including 
Honorary Legal Officer, Malcolm 
Johns and Assistant Federal Sec- 
retary, Wendy Friezer, both of 
whom had major involvement 
organising various aspects of the 
Rally, behind the scenes. 


Branch Activities 


| enjoy reading each month the 
various newsletters from the dif- 
ferent State Branches, giving details 
of forthcoming events as well as 
descriptions of events that have 
taken place. Members should al- 
ways remember that they would be 
strongly welcomed at interstate 
Branch activities. Anyone planning 
to visit another State capital city 
should make contact with the 
relevant Branch Secretary (ad- 
dresses and telephone numbers on 
the front page of PRAECLARUM) to 
ascertain whether their visit might 
coincide with a monthly Branch 
meeting or event. This form of inter- 
Branch contact gives greater 


That no remorse, 
darkened my parting spirit, for | 


sharp pang that comes to everyone, 
no pain at all, except that life was 


repentance or 
regret 


found in that 


done. 
Tony Ward. 


strength to the Federal nature of our 
Club, as well as providing enjoy- 
ment for the participants involved. 


Bert Ward Bible 


| would like to publicly express my 
appreciation to South Australian 
members, Charles Wright and 
Andrew Brownell who have, over 
the past twelve to eighteen months 
painstakingly perused the Bert Ward 
Bible with a view to collating same 
into a form that may be able to be 
printed and bound for use of 
members, and possibly for sale to 
others. Andrew Brownell has arran- 
ged for his office staff to redraw 
many of the initial sketches which, 
over the years, had lost clarity and 
would otherwise have been im- 
possible to copy. An enormous 
amount of work has been involved 
and look forward to keeping you 
informed of progress on this impor- 
tant item. For those members who 
may not be aware of the back- 
ground, the “‘Bert Ward Bible’ 
comprised the full collection of the 
factory issue Depot Sheets from the 
early 1920s through to the late 1930s 
collected by the late A. E. Ward 
during that period, and will be of 
great use to members owning 
vehicles constructed during that 
period. 

Whilst on the topic of the late 
Bert Ward, members will recall that 
| called for suggestions for a trophy 
to be presented in memory of Bert. | 
should be pleased to receive sug- 
gestions prior to the next Federal 
Council Meeting in September, in 
order that this matter may be 
decided at that time. 

Happy motoring during 1988. 

Keith Wherry. 


Around the Branches 


A.C.T. 


1987 Silver Spirit Day 


Once again we are indebted to 
York Motors and their team of 
friendly and co-operative staff for 
their generosity in bringing the just 
released 1988 Silver Spirit to Can- 
berra and allowing the Club the 
opportunity to experience this won- 
derful vehicle. 

Our hosts for the day, Roger Falk- 
ner and Tony Waring, got the func- 
tion off to a great start at about 
11.00 a.m. on Sunday, 6th 
December, 1987 when the first light 
ales were offered to members and 
guests. By this time however the 
Early Birds, finding it impossible to 
curb their enthusiasm and excite- 
ment, were already on a run in the 
new car with Andrew Gibson show- 
ing members the finer points of the 
vehicle. As more people arrived they 
were drawn immediately to the 
Spirit, and having satisfied their 
initial curiosity were happy to enjoy 
a drink in the company of other 
York Motors staff and Club mem- 
bers while waiting their turn to be 
taken for a ride in what continues 
to be the ‘Best Car in the World’ as 
far as we are concerned. 

After a pleasurable barbecue 
lunch prepared by Geoff Smith and 
Stan Brill, and few appropriate 
words by our Branch President lan 
Dunn, members enjoyed a wander 
amongst the more than 20 Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars which were 
displayed in all their glory on this 
perfect spring day. 

It can only be said that the Silver 
Spirit Day was an_ outstanding 
success thanks to York Motors, 
particularly Tony and Jan Waring 


for their efforts in organising the 
event, and Roger Falkner, Alan 
Lowe and Andrew Gibson for bring- 
ing the car to Canberra. 

We were very pleased to see a 
number of our out of town members 
at this function, from Wagga, Goul- 
burn and Tumut, and to see also 
several new cars to the Branch 
notably the Cloud IIl owned by 
Wagga member Brian MacDonald, 
John Praxoulis’ new and_ very 
original Cloud | and the delightful 
Phantom II and unusual Mk VI 
Bentley owned by our newest mem- 
bers (ex-Victoria Branch) Bob and 
Dawn Skillen. 

We ran a raffle on the day, the 
prize being a copy of a limited 
edition print of a Rolls-Royce rill 
kindly given to the Branch by York 
Motors earlier in the year and which 
we had framed. This was won by 


Branch Secretary David Miller about to take some members and guests for a drive in 
his Phantom | Martin & King limousine \44EF). This car carries a magnificent pair of 


Grebel headlights. Photo by Don White. 
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our member from Tumut (N.S.W.) 
Dai Davies who had driven specially 
from Tumut for the day. Four other 
lucky members won door prizes of 
ties and information packs all about 
the Camargue, donated on the day 
by York Motors. 

Due to York Motors’ generosity 
toward our Branch and Members, 
we thought it appropriate that we 
pass on some good fortune to less 
fortunate people and all money 
raised by the raffle, $134.00, was 
donated to the Multiple Sclerosis 
Society on our behalf. Thank you to 
all members for their support. 

As a small indication of our 
appreciation to York Motors for 
their generosity not only on this day 
but in support of the Federal Rally 
also, Roger Falkner and Tony 
Waring accepted a framed photo- 
graph taken on the morning of 
Sunday, 27th September, 1987 
when all the Rally cars were 
assembled in front of Parliament 
House. It was also our pleasure to 
give Roger, Tony, Alan Lowe and 
Andrew Gibson a copy of the 1988 
Canberra Calendar in appreciation 
of the time and effort they gave. 

The day ended as it usually does 
at about 4 p.m. Alan and Andrew 
had then set off for Sydney (in the 
flagship of the Toyota range, the 
Cressida) ‘whilst Roger had to 


| prepare the car and himself for the 


following day when writing corres- 
pondent for the Canberra Times, 
Paul Gover, was to put the new 
Spirit through its paces. 

Again thank you to all our 
members for their support on this 
day, we trust this will continue 


; throughout the year at all our other 


functions. And of course thank you 
to York Motors, Roger Falkner, 
Tony Waring, Alan Lowe and 
Andrew Gibson for generosity, time 
and efforts. 
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Tony Waring (centre) and Roger Falkner (right) were each presented with a framed photograph of the 1987 


Federal Rally cars gathered in front of Parliament House in Canberra. Branch Secretary David Miller (left) made 
the presentation. 


Left: Bob McCulloch's 43G7 is one of 
the earliest Twenties left in the world. 
The interesting coachwork is by Sal- 
mons. the folding hood is raised and 
fowered by means of a crank handle. 


Right: Bob and Dawn Skillen’s Phantom Il 
Thrupp & Maberly Sedanca de Ville (93TA) 
is almost certainly the biggest car in the 
A.C.T. Branch. 
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Day Rally to ‘’Kangerong”’ 
John & Jan Altmann’s Property 
Sunday, November 22nd 

The day for me started early. 
| arrived at “Kangerong” at 4.30 
a.m., just prior to dawn. The reason 
for the early start to the day’s 
activities was a chance to photo- 
graph a Silver Spirit at dawn. 

Taking photographs at the best 
of times is difficult, and when some 
four-legged friends (Angus cattle) 
decided | needed some assistance, 
the word “difficult” took on a 
whole new meaning. 

Dawn at Kangerong is a beautiful 
time of the day. The feeling of being 
in the middle of nowhere, and then 
being able to have everything take 
shape around me was an interesting 
experience. 

One year ago the Club had a suc- 
cessful rally at ‘‘Kangerong’’ and 
this year was no exception, with no 
fewer than 58 cars in attendance. 

It was decided to feature the | 
“coachbuilder’’ rather than the 
“‘coaches,’’ so on this occasion the 
coachbuilder Park Ward and Mul- 
liner-Park Ward was settled upon. 

| was thrilled to note that 16 ; 
representatives of Park Ward and 
Mulliner-Park Ward coachbuilding 
styles contributed to make this the ; 
most successful model day the Club 
has staged. 

| think it is worth noting that we 
were fortunate to have a reasonable 
spread of body styles. 

A 1926 20 h.p. limousine, a 
Phantom Il Continental Sports 
Saloon, Silver Wraith and two 
similar |.w.b. Silver Cloud Ils, one 
with division and the other without. 

One car that deserves a mention 
is the Bentley Corniche drophead 
(DBH10509). This is indeed a rare 
car and with only a relatively small 


number puilt, i was definitely Two of several Corniches that turned out at “‘Kangerong’—left: Guenter Draude’s 1971 


worthy of inspection. Convertible (DRH10183) and right: Bryan Mendelson’s 1979 Saloon (CRH50113). 
Once again many members made . er ; sn 


use of the tennis courts, swimming 
pool, etc. However, | have it on - 
good authority that ‘‘Pat Cash’ ¢ 
need not feel threatened by any of 
the participants in the day’s pro- 
ceedings! 

One of the pleasant things about 
this property is the magnificent rural 
and sea views that abound when 
one does some ‘“‘exploring’’ up and 
down the many walking tracks. 

To the members and owners who § 
brought a Park Ward to the Rally — 
a thank you is due — because they 
played a large part in making the day 
the success it was. 

| would say, without fear of con- 
tradiction, that all who attended had | 
a great day. Both John and Jan 
Altmann once again put a lot of © 
effort into making the day a 
success. The Club is indebted to — 
John and Jan for making their | . Ae - 2 


property available to the Club. _ Robert McDermott’s 1971 Bentley Corniche Convertible (DBH10509) is an extremely rare 
Graham Cornish. and desirable variant. Photos this page by Roger Thiedeman. 
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“The Mystery” ® 


ey 


“The Mystery” again, with, in the background, 
another former Victorian Silver Ghost, 1230. The 
photographs, from David Jones (Vic.) were taken 
at the Stratford-on-Avon premises of Harley 
Engineering, where both cars were undergoing re- 
storation to the very high standard associated with 


that firm. 
i 


~ 


a 
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1826E is one of the famous named Company 40/50s 
—“The Mystery’’—and is known to have been 
used by Managing Director Claude Johnson. It is 
also significant in being a genuine unders/ung 
London-Edinburgh type car. It was acquired in the 
1950s by Victoria Branch member Val Stocks, 
complete with original Holmes of Derby tourer body, 
and restored by him in the late 1970s. 1826E is now 
owned by Rick Carroll of Florida, U.S.A. Mr. Carroll 
owns at least six other Silver Ghosts. 
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Silver Ghost 1717 


David Jones (Vic.) sent this photograph of 1911 Silver Ghost chassis No. 1717 taken on the RROC Inc. National Meet at Longbeach, 
California, last year. No information is forthcoming about the coachwork, which looks rather Barkery. The car’s owner is Roger Morrison 
of Kansas. Seen in the photo are, left to right: Tom Clarke (W.A./U.K./Philippines), David Jones (Vic.) and Reg Collings (Canada). 


A Philippines Pl — from W.A. member Tom Clarke in Manila. 


These photographs show a Derby Phantom I, 
chassis No. 2MC, seen by Tom in the 
Philippines, apparently under restoration. 
Tom says the original body was a limousine 
by Jansen of Paris, but the present cabriolet 
body looks 1931 or 1932 Hibbard & Darrin 
(also of Paris). 


Vee windscreen and scuttle-top moulding, later (Hibbard and 
Darrin?) cabriolet body. 


Engine compartment, near-side. Appears complete except 
for Autovac. 


Below: Bent levers would be unusual for a limousine. probably 
a modification to suit the later cabriolet body. 


- = i 


Non-original dampers on 2MC. These are Houdaille type a/so 
used on some late Springfield Ghosts. 


Engine compartment, off-side. Again, complete in most de- 
tails. Note, however, modern coil. 
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Fact and Fiction in the Development of a Legend 


With the passage of time and 
through countless retelling, many 
stories which have a foundation in 
truth, evolve to a point where they 
are more like pure fiction. In this 
guise they may have more general 
appeal and pass into legend. The 
facts however are often more 
interesting to those of us with an 
historical bent. In Fox & Smith's 
“Rolls-Royce — The Complete 
Works,” (1985) the following ac- 
count appears: 

“The classic, and most often re- 
peated, piece of Rolls-Royce 
apocrypha dates from the 1930s but 
is born anew with each model. An 
owner is driving a Silver Wraith (or 
Shadow or Corniche) in the South 
of France and, incredibly, his rear 
axle (or crankshaft) breaks. After a 
phone call to the nearest distributor, 
two men fly in from Derby (or 
Crewe) and in less than twenty-four 
hours the offending part is replaced 
and the astonished owner is on his 
way. He is even more astonished 
not to receive a bill from Rolfls- 
Royce. Being (like all Owners) an 
honest man, he writes asking for 
one. The reply: ‘We have no record 
of this incident you refer to. Rolls- 
Royce axles do not break.’ ’ 

The authors then offer the follow- 
ing derivation of this story: 

“Although a fable, this story may 
have its roots in truth. In 1932 
Rudyard Kipling was motoring in his 
Phantom in the South of France 
when for some reason it failed to 
proceed. A midnight phone call was 
made to the nearest distributor. 
Next morning Kipling chafed in his 
hotel waiting for someone to mend 
his car. At noon, he asked the hotel 
manager to get him Rolls-Royce, 
Paris, so he could complain. ‘But, 
monsieur,’ said the manager, ‘the 
gentlemen from Rolls-Royce came 
last night.’ The Rolls-Royce mec- 
hanics had driven a hundred miles in 
the small hours, cured Kipling’s car 
of what ailed it, and disappeared 
without disturbing the owner.” 

Here the process of ‘‘evolution’’ 
can be seen at work. The car in 
question was a Rolls-Royce, it did 
belong to Rudyard Kipling and the 
events did take place in the south of 
France. Kipling was known to be 
enthusiastic about the motor car. 
(Could a Rolls-Royce owner be 
otherwise?) But did the reported 
incident happen in 1932, just four 
years before he died? Was the car a 
Phantom and what actually caused 
it to ‘fail to proceed’’? 

The answers are to be found in 
G. R. N. Minchin’s ‘‘Under My 
Bonnet,” published in 1950. In this 
account, Kipling’s letter to Claude 


by John Hurley ( Vic.) 


Johnson, describing the events, is 
reproduced. Since it makes interest- 
ing reading, let Aim tell it ‘just so”’ 
as it really did happen. 

Costebelle Hotels, 

Hyéres, 

March 25, 1921. 

Began: 11 a.m. Finished: 4 p.m. 
Dear Claude Johnson, 

Here is a story to the credit of 
your firm showing how business 
should be done. 

| had been in Algiers for a month 
which is no place for a Christian’s 
car: so | left the Duchess at home 
with orders to join me at Marseilles, 
on my return from Africa, for a 
farewell honeymoon tour ere / 
forsook her for another — my 
fourth, or fifth is it? — from the 
same harem. 

! reached Marseilles on the even- 
ing of the 23rd March, the Duchess 
met me at the docks, loyal and 
devoted as ever, but not quite well. 
On these cursed Avignon roads she 
had snapped a leaf of her offside 
fore spring and lost, or scraped off, 
her exhaust apparatus pipe behind 
the exhaust box. You can see the 
situation! 

/ gathered that with care and the 
cut-out in use, she could hobble 
from Marseilles to Hyeres without 
collapsing in front or lighting up 
behind. It was too late that evening 
to attempt to Jlegislate for the 
situation. So, next morn, into 
Hyeres she took us — 2°-45” for 50 
miles of hell's own pot-holes 
variegated with road trimmings and 
surface railways. {| had never been 
east of Marseilles before : nor had 
she, and we groaned in unison). 

Arrived at these hotels, | recalled 
that you had an agency in Nice. At 
this point the concierge, armed with 
a pre-war directory, assured me that 
you hadn't. | could get no definite 
address so in despair [after having 
killed the concierge who will appear 
in the bil | sent off a wire to 
“Rolls-Royce Agency, Nice,” and 
outlined my appalling situation. 
Simultaneously | wired R.R. in Paris 
for the Nice address, and resigned 
myself to the worst. 

Remember that was Thursday 
evening [5 p.m.] before Good 
Friday; the Easter holidays were 
ahead of us; | had Mrs. Kipling, my 
daughter and a niece with me, all 
the Riviera to play with for the next 
ten days; every conceivable Wagon- 
Lit berth filled up for a month 
ahead, all day trains occupied, as 
far as | could make out, the night 
before, and my sole link with life 
and the decencies was a semi- 
paralytic, only too inflammable 
Duchess! The utmost | dared hope 


for was that | could send her alone 
to Nice (180 km). | might by Divine 
Providence, call her my own again 
after the Easter holidays. | was not 
angry. | was calm with the chill 
melancholy of despair. 


This morning at 9.30 a.m. (March 
25th) | got a reply from the rue 
Malakoff giving me the Nice Agency 
address. To make sure, then, | 
repeated my overnight telegram 
plus proper address, to Nice and 
sent it into the hotel office to be 
despatched. It was brought back to 
me with the announcement that the 
concierge assumed Monsieur would 
not now wish to despatch it as 
“they” had already arrived. 

At first | took this for a bad jest of 
the sort that destroys entents — but 
when | went to the garage — it was 
true. Parsons, who used to be in 
your Paris repair shop, and an 
assistant had arrived in an horizon- 
blue lorrylette, with spare spring and 
exhaust pipe. The Duchess’ front 
was already jacked up and work was 
in full swing (10.15 a.m., morning of 
March 25th). They had got my wire, 
had pulled out of Nice at five of the 
morning when French telegraphists 
are abed, and to my hungry eyes 
they looked like fairies in goatskin 
coats. 

They had her all finished, tried 
and done with by 3 p.m. this after- 
noon. Then they folded their 
horizon-blue wings and vanished in 
the direction of Nice. A _ field 
ambulance could not have been 
quicker than that travelling circus. 
When did you start ‘em? 

(Incidentally at our garage lay an 
open body 1907 R.R. which in old 
age, had developed a habit of heavy 
drinking and could not do more than 
8m. per gallon. | presume this 
would be equivalent to inflammation 
of the prostate gland among the 
aged. Anyhow, when the Duchess’ 
wants had all been attended to, | 
believe the travelling circus pre- 
scribed for the poor old dear). 

And it is to make you all my com- 
pliments that | send this with 
gratitude and admiration, still warm 
and panting after my _ rescue. 
Literally | was not delayed one 
minute; for, after the Havre-Hyéres 
run she would have had a day off 
anyhow. 

With every good wish. 

Most sincerely, 
Rudyard Kipling. 

The above might be useful to fill a 
hole (in PRAECLARUM, not the 
“cursed Avignon roads’’)! 

John Hurley ( Vic.) 


! wonder where the “open body 
1907 R.R.” is today. — Ed. 


ETTERS| S DITOR 


Edward Godfrey 


| was saddened to hear of the 
recent death of well-known S.A. 
identity Edward Godfrey. 

Edward Godfrey was a connois- 
seur of fine motor cars and was 
involved in the motor industry all his 
working life. During this time he 
owned a diverse assortment of 
interesting cars, commencing with a 
French Hurtu which he purchased 
from one of his old schoolmasters 
at St. Peter’s College. Rolls-Royce 
was among the marques of his 
ownership and | particularly recall 
the sleek Alvis Speed Twenty-five 
he owned in the ‘50s when he was 
the proprietor of Invicta Motors on 
West Terrace, Adelaide. Edward 
then had the agency for Bristol cars 
and the Alvis was replaced by a 
Bristol 404 which he proudly re- 
tained until about four years ago. 

For more than a score of years 
Edward was associated with the 
sales of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars through Motors Limited and, 
subsequently, United Motors. He 
was the quintessence of R-R repre- 
sentation with his gentlemanly 
demeanour and impeccable speech 
so much in keeping with the quality, 
good taste and dignity of the 
illustrious name. 

Edward was a lover of classical 
music and was an accomplished 
organist. He was a raconteur par 
excellence and loved relating (while 
enjoying his Scotch and Dunhill in 
holder) humorous stories about the 
many colourful and eminent people 
who had been friends and acquain- 
tances over the years. 

Edward's personality, knowledge, 
wit and friendship will be sadly 


missed. 
John Bull, 
S.A. Branch. 


Kelso reclaims title 


In regard to the matter of who 
suggested the name of this esteem- 
ed magazine, the correspondence 
that has followed since | stated the 
teal facts presents an interesting 
insight into the working of the 
minds of some members of the Club 
south of the Murray. Nevertheless, 
| did predict that new and fanciful 
versions would be produced, all of 
the same ilk as the note from Henry 
Royce which Terry Bruce ‘‘found” 
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under the floorboards of his 20 h.p. 
This note stated that his particular 
20 h.p. was the finest that he (Henry 
Royce) had ever built. Naturally the 
note was directed to T.D.O’R. 
Bruce personally, by name. 

| am glad that Mr. Jones has 
mentioned the minutes of that 
meeting which was attended by 
myself (Senior Editor) David Owen 
(Junior Editor) Victor Caulfield and 
David Jones (errands and copy 
boy). Fortunately, | hold a copy of 
those minutes and for the sake of 
finalising this matter once and for 
all, | ask that you examine these 
closely to verify their authenticity, 
and to confirm that my version of 
events is correct. 

Martin, | am sure you will agree 
that after reading the minutes there 
is no need for further correspon- 
dence and confuscation. Apart from 
this, reference to ‘PRAECLARUM’ 
Volume 2, Number 7 page 129, 
para. 3 will confirm the role and 
responsibilities of the members of 
the Editorial Commitiee at that time. 

Finally, Martin, Mr. Jones really is 
a very nice fellow but sometimes he 
gets mixed up about things (par- 
ticularly the facts) and needs assis- 
tance to get him back on the rails. 

Jim Kelso, 
N.S.W. Branch. 


The copy of the minutes sent to 
your Editor with the above letter 
certainly have an air of authenticity 
and lend considerable, if not irrefut- 
able weight to Jim’s claim. 
Relevant extracts are reproduced 
below. — Ed. 


MEETING OF EDITORIAL 
COMMITTEE 
February, 1965 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB 
QUARTERLY MAGAZINE 


Present: V. Caulfield, D. Jones, J. 

Kelso, D. Owen. 

Apologies: L. West. 

BUSINESS 

1. RESIGNATION 
D. Owen announced his resigna- 
tion as Junior Editor because of 
rapidly expanding business com- 
mitments. In addition, he said he 
felt that not all members of the 
Editorial Committee were pull- 
ing their weight. When V. Caul- 
field objected to this observation, 
D. Owen said it wasn’t J. Kelso, 
V. Caulfield or L. West. In the 
interests of harmonious re- 
lations, the matter was dropped 
and D. Owen’s resignation ac- 
cepted. 

2. COVER FOR QUARTERLY 

MAGAZINE 

J. Kelso produced a layout for 
the cover of the magazine featur- 
ing a drawing of a Phantom | in 
a night time scene, with side 


lamps glowing against a dark 
background. D. Jones said that 
he didn’t like it much because it 
wasn’t a Phantom II, which in his 
opinion was the best car that 
Rolls-Royce ever built and much 
superior to the Silver Ghost and 
the Phantom |. He said that the 
latter were ‘‘old fashioned.’ The 
cover was adopted three votes to 
one afer considerable argument. 


. NAME FOR QUARTERLY 


MAGAZINE 

J. Kelso said that the Quarterly 
Magazine needed a name and 
that it should be one that was in 
harmony with the life and objec- 
tives of Henry Royce and the 
purpose of the Club. He said that 
he had given this matter con- 
siderable thought, and now 
proposed that the name should 
be ‘““PRAECLARVM”. D. Jones 
said that he didn’t like the use 
of French words in relation to 
English cars. Anyway, he 
couldn’t spell it with that stupid 
“v'"" at the end and the “a’’ and 
“e’’ squashed together. Also, he 
couldn’t pronounce it properly 
and didn’t think anyone else 
would. When it was pointed out 
it was a Latin word taken from 
Henry Royce’s motto, D. Jones 
said that he didn’t see what the 
Italians had to do with it anyway. 
After a long and tedious discus- 
sion, the name proposed by J. 
Kelso was adopted by three 
votes to nil, with D. Jones ab- 
staining. He stated that he could 
not support any proposals which 
introduced a foreign element into 
the Club which in his view 
should remain purely Anglo- 
Saxon. J. Kelso said that he 
would have the new name 
incorporated into the new cover. 


. MAGAZINE CONTENT 


J. Kelso said that as Senior 
Editor he was disappointed in 
the number and quality of con- 
tributions to the magazine from 
Club members. He proposed that 
all Branch Presidents be request- 
ed to encourage their members 
to provide material for publica- 
tion. D. Jones reiterated that 
there was too much material on 
Silver Ghosts, 20 h.p. and Phan- 
tom Is and not enough on 
Phantom Ils and the new Silver 
Cloud Ill. 

AITLES 

D. Jones requested that, as 
D. Owen had resigned, he should 
become. Junior Editor. He said 
that being errands and copy boy 
had no standing at all. After 
discussion, it was agreed that if 
D. Jones’ spelling and syntax 
improved in the next two or three 
years, such a promotion could be 
a possibility. 


2 


Technical Sectio 


—= 


n 


The “‘one-shot system” as it is 
commonly known, is the greatest 
wear-SAVING device fitted to a 
Rolls-Royce or Bentley chassis — 
and at the same time — the greatest 
wear-CAUSING device if allowed to 
fall into disrepair! 

Introduced in 1929 on the Pll, 
where initially it covered only the 
chassis frame, with the front and 
rear axle assemblies being fed by the 
application of an oil gun to a nipple 
on each, it was soon extended to 
cover all the suspension points. 
Since then, it has been fitted, with 
little change, to all Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley models up to the late 
fifties. 

Basically, it supplies oil from a 
combined oil reservoir and foot- 
operated pump, located on the 
engine firewall, through a series of 
small bore pipes and metering 
devices (known as drip plugs), to 
operating shaft bearings and_ all 
parts of the steering and suspen- 
sion, including leaf springs. 

Normally it operates efficiently 
and well and requires little in the 
way of repairs. However, if the car 
is being used frequently — or daily 
as mine was for over twenty years 
— it should be checked every few 
months. 

If you have recently bought a 
second-hand car, treat the system 
as suspect until you check it over 
thoroughly and prove it to be 
working correctly at all points. 

Proceed as follows: Study the 
diagram in your handbook or 
manual and having located all the 
points to which the pipes deliver oil, 
proceed to clean the various areas 
with a brush and degreaser, so that 
they are dry and clean. 

Fill the reservoir with the correct 
grade of oil and operate the pump 
pedal. Watch how quickly it returns 
to zero. If it does so instantly — try 
again, for there may have been air 
in the pump due to low oil level. If it 
continues to return instantly, check 
under the car to see if the system is 
damaged and oil pouring onto the 
floor . . . If there is no sign of oil, 
then the fault is probably within the 
pump, e.g. worn leathers, ball 
valve, etc. 

Should the pump pedal not return 
to zero at all, or only very very 
slowly, then you probably have a 
blocked filter. With the system in 
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The “‘Luvax Bijur’’ Centralised Chassis 
Lubricating System 


by Tony Ward, N.S.W. Branch Technical Officer. 


good condition it will return to zero 
within a few minutes. 

Let us assume the pump is O.K. 
Operate it a couple of times and 
then observe the areas the pipes 
feed and watch for any slight oozing 
of oil. 

Should it pour out of a pipe or 
flexible hose, then you obviously 
have a damaged feed line. This must 
be fixed as a matter of urgency for it 
will rob the rest of the system of 
oil pressure and eventually cause 
wear. 

If it pours out of a bearing, such 
as a king pin, then you probably 
have a defective felt seal, or a very 
worn bearing — or both! 

It is normal for a system in good 
condition to drip a little oil from each 
point, for the oil supplied must 
eventually pass through if it is to do 
its job. 

lf in doubt whether oil is reaching 
a particular point, undo the union 
next to the bearing or joint and see 
if oil runs out — but use TWO 
spanners — one to hold the non- 
moveable section whilst the other is 
loosened — otherwise these soft 
pipes may be twisted and damaged. 

The same applies when doing the 
joint up again. DO NOT overtighten 
and make sure the fine threads are 
mating together properly, for it is 
very easy to damage them by cross- 
threading! 

If oil is shown to be reaching a 
lubrication point — but not entering 
it — it will almost certainly be due to 
a blocked drip plug. 

Drip plugs contain a small felt 
filter and a metering orifice drilled 
through a brass insert. The size of 
the orifice dictates their rating 
number — the smaller the number, 
the smaller the hole and therefore 
the smaller the oil flow. Rolls-Royce 
say that they are not demountable 
and should be replaced if defective. 

If testing reveals that a section of 
pipe is blocked, disconnect and try 
blowing through with compressed 
air and petrol. It goes without saying 
that absolute cleanliness is essential 
in overhauling the system and that 
dirt must not be allowed to enter! 


Vulnerable Areas: 

Front axle in pre-war cars and 
lower yoke bearing area of post-war 
cars. Rough roads and rocks can 
damage the lowest pipes and the 


thin steel cover over the coil of pipe 
on the lower trunnion bearing of 
post-war cars can cut through pipes 
if brought into contact by a blow or 
absence of a spacer. 


The flexible hose near the rear 
shackle can also chaffe on the 
spring if not adjusted to clear. 


One other problem area is the 
feed to the clutch thrust bearing and 
operating shaft. Excessive oil can 
find its way onto the clutch linings. 
This can be prevented by fitting the 
lowest rating drip plug or a tap in the 
line, (or both), | did this many years 
ago and only open the tap occas- 
ionally and have had no trouble 
since installation. 


Parts: 5/32” pipe is now scarce — 
but supplies can be obtained from 
model-makers shops, in copper — 
not brass. At the suggestion of Club 
member Ross Meakin, | visited 
D. C. Richards, Engineer Supplies 
of 76 Harris Street, Harris Park 
(02) 633 4893. 


They not only have pipe, but 
unions, ‘“‘T’’ junctions — taps, etc. 
With these, it should be possible to 
replace damaged and missing sec- 
tions of the system. A little soldering 
and ingenuity may be required, for 
the threads are different. Limited 
supplies of drip-plugs are available 
from Rolls-Royce parts suppliers. 


Pump: If your pump is defective. 
the following general instructions 
from the Workshop Manual will 
cover most needs. More complete 
instructions to cover seepage and 
overhaul will be available in future in 
the take-away-and-keep form from 
our Club Library/Shop. 


The Pump Unit: 


The construction of the Pump 
Unit is shown above. The pedal is 
mounted on a fulcrum pin and when 
depressed, raises the piston in the 
cylinder and at the same time 
depresses the return spring. 


As the piston rises, oil is drawn 
through a ball valve in the centre of 
the piston, to the underside. The 
pressure being removed from the 
pedal, the return spring forces the 
piston downwards. The pressure on 
the oil below the piston closes the 
ball valve, thus preventing a return 
flow through the piston, the oil con- 
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sequently being forced downwards 
through the filter and out of the 
pump outlet. 

The spring is so rated that the 
pressure is practically constant 
throughout the stroke and the time 
period during which the piston 
descends depends on the viscosity 
of the oil. The period of discharge 
therefore, will be a little longer at 
low temperatures, the average time 
being five minutes. 

When the piston reaches the 
end of its stroke, it effectively closes 
the hole in the filter-retaining plate 
so that the oil cannot leak away 
while the pump is not being 


operated. 
The Pump Unit: 


Chassis Lubrication Pump 
Filler cap. 

Filler cap joint washer. 
Piston valve disc. 
Strainer plate joint washers. 
Cylinder cap nut. 
Strainer pad. 

Strainer support. 
Strainer plate. 

Piston cup. 

Piston valve ball. 

Piston rod valve unit. 
Piston rod. 

Spring. 

Pedal. 


Testing the Pump Unit: Discon- 
nect the chassis oil line from the 
pump outlets. Then close the out- 
lets by screwing in solid plugs or by 
connecting short pieces of pipe with 
the outer ends hammered flat. The 
pedal should now be pressed down. 
With the outlets plugged as de- 
scribed, the piston should hold the 
pressure; if, therefore, the pedal 
shows a visible upwards motion 
during a period of two minutes, it 
indicates a leak past the piston, 
either past the cup leathers or 
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through the ball valve. Too thin an 
oil in the reservoir will also give this 
effect, therefore, examine the oil 
and if necessary replace with the 
recommended grade. 

If the oil is found to be correct, 
then the fault lies in the pump. 

If, with the pump unit correctly 
coupled up to the pipe lines, the 
pump lever fails to return to its 
normal position after being pressed 
down, it is probable that the filter 
has become clogged, caused by the 
use of dirty or improper oil. 

In such case, proceed as follows: 
Disconnect the chassis oil line at the 
pump outlets. Unscrew the cylinder 
cap on the underside of the reservoir 
but take care to have a tin handy to 


catch the oil which will run out. 
Note the position in the cylinder cap 
of the filter retaining plate, with 
its gaskets, before dismantling. 
Then lift these out exposing the felt 
filter disc, discard this disc and 
replace with a new one. 

There will be found beneath the 
felt disc in the cap a wire gauze disc, 
this should be left in position with 
the ridges against the cap. When 
reassembling, replace the filter re- 
taining plate and gaskets, with the 
hollow side of the plate facing the 
felt disc. Be sure that both the 
gaskets are in the correct position. 

After reconnecting the system, it 
should be primed until oil is exuding 
from each bearing. A 


Rolls-Royce Phantom III 


by Chief Judge Harry Thompson (W.A.) 


An overheard chance remark 
passed at the Canberra Federal Rally 
—‘‘fancy a Phantom III winning the 
Concours’’— has promoted some 
research regarding this model. 

It would seem that during the 
1920s when Rolls-Royce were seek- 
ing a replacement for the Silver 
Ghost, an experimental V12 engine 
had been built — natural enough 
when R-R aero-engine expertise is 
considered. It wasn’t however, until 
the time came to replace the 
Phantom Il in the mid 1930s that 
Rolls-Royce actually put a V12 
engined car into production. 

The Phantom Ill announced in 
late 1935 had an overhead valve V12 
with valves operated by a single 
camshaft and hydraulic tappets, an 
advanced engineering touch which 
eventually proved troublesome, 
1930s lubrication technology being 
what it was. The oilways became 
blocked with sludge and tappets 
ceased to function efficiently, thus 
overloading the valve gear. 

In due course many Pllls were 
modified to take solid tappets. The 
other break with R-R tradition was 
the adoption of independent front 
suspension by radius arms controll- 
ed by a horizontal coil spring and 
damper enclosed in an oil-filled 
housing. It is said that this improve- 
ment was brought about in consul- 
tation with former Rolls-Royce of 


America Chief Engineer Maurice 
Olley, who by that time was an 
employee of General Motors, 
specifically to improve the ride and 
handling. The PIll engine capacity 
was noticably more compact than 
the PIl — 7,340 c.c. against 7,668 
c.c. in swept volume. 

Also, it proved possible to use a 
wheelbase 8 inches shorter on the 
PIIl yet provide more space for 
coachwork. 

Wet liners and fork and blade 
connecting rods were used while 
the dual coil ignition showed that 
R-R engineers knew more about 
combustion than many of their 
contemporaries. There were, as on 
earlier Rolls-Royce cars two plugs 
per cylinder and each of the two 
coils fired one plug in each cylinder. 
R-R so arranged things that there 
was a fraction of a second’s delay 
between the two systems, thus 
ensuring a better flame spread. On 
early Pills a heat exchanger was 
filled for a brisk warm-up of the oil. 

Fuel consumption averaged ap- 
proximately 10 m.p.g. Today, in 
good order a PIll is a magnificent 
conveyance — rapid, silent and 
well-mannered with a top speed of 
over 90 m.p.h. and the ability to 
reach 70 m.p.h. from a standing 
start in less an 25 seconds. 

Because of the war output was 
curtailed. Only 710 were aiiei! 


Market Place 


CARS FOR SALE 


1928 Phantom | (71FH) Martin and King 
long wheelbase 7-passenger limousine. 
Very original and in excellent condition. 
97,000 miles. New tyres. Stainless steel 
exhaust supplied by Servicecentre 
Systems U.K. $78,000. Ron Stamford, 
(071) 47 3350. 


1937 25/30 (GMO10) Smith & Wadding- 
ton Doctor’s Coupe — very sporty 
coachwork. This car has won_ several 
N.S.W. Branch and Federal Trophies over 
32 years of Len Partridge’s ownership. 
Always well maintained. $65,000. Melva 
Tompkins, 3 Wills Ave., Castle Hill, 
N.S.W. 2154 (02) 634 6561. 


1951 Bentley MkVI (B61KL). Beige with 
excellent red leather and new carpets. 
Bodily and mechanically in fair order. 


$12,500. Gail Dearing (02) 85 4035(H) 
724 4935(W). 
1965 Silver Cloud III (SJR481), Bur- 


gundy, two owners. One of the best in 
Australia. Many Qld. Branch trophies. 
Meticulously maintained with full log 
books. $87,000. Tony Medland, Brisbane 
(07) 848 8444 (07) 349 3900. 


1967 Bentley T Series (CBH1975) two- 
door saloon by H. J. Mulliner, Park Ward. 
Bare metal repaint in Highland Green May 
1986, Tan leather, electric glass sunroof. 
112,000 miies. Reg. December 1988. 
$69,500. lan Dodd (03) 819 1417. 


A descriptive advertisement of reasonable 
length is free to those members who do not deal 
in selling or servicing of Ralls-Royce and 
Bentley cars or equipment. Others are charged 
$15.00 per advertisement (less for multiple 
advertisements) 

A fixed charge of $10.00 is made for each 
picture to accompany an advertisement from 
any person. Photographs should be clear black 
and white or colour prints. Please send a 
duplicate print as return cannot be guaranteed. 
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CARS FOR SALE 


1978 Silver Shadow II (SRH32722) 
$79,000. Peter Reedman. (02) 957 2725 or 
(018) 220002. 


1979 Silver Shadow II (SRH37515) Shell 
Grey with Dark Blue leather interior. Excel- 
lent condition with good U.K. Motors 
service history. $82,000. Peter Schlyder 
(07) 200 0650(h) 344 1777(w). 


CARS WANTED 


Long Boot Silver Dawn in top condition 
for Keith Brennan. (07) 378 8585. 


Bentley Mk. VI or Silver Dawn. Peter 
Reedman (02) 957 2725 or (018) 220002. 


Silver Ghost, must be complete and runn- 
ing, but no objection to cosmetic restor- 
ation. Keith Wherry (02) 29 7455(w) 
817 2992(h). 


Pre-War (Derby) Bentley at reasonable 
price. No objection to one needing work 
but must be a goer. Al Kinloch (062) 
54 2448. 


PARTS FOR SALE 


5 Olympic Ajir-ride Retreads 670 x 16. 
Unused. $50.00 each. Michael Finney 
(02) 570 1250 (evenings). 


Pair Lucas foglights as fitted to SCI/II/Ili, 
Bentley S1/2/3. Brand new. $350. An- 
drew McFarland (02) 302935(H) 331 2063 
(W). 


Bentley Mk. VI dismantled. No engine. 
Damaged grille, radiator and slight rear 
end damage but all doors in excellent 
order. To be sold as a whole or in pieces. 
All tools and handbook. Peter Shellard, 
204 |Bay St., Brighton, Vic. 3186. (03) 
596 7406 or (007) 33 1060. 


Rear windscreen for Edwardian Tourer, 
most original and complete with knee 
blanket. ideal for Ghost or Phantom. Peter 
Shellard, 204 Bay St., Brighton, Vic. 
3186 (03) 596 7406 or (007) 33 1060. 


Original lens (Cornercraft), 3 part for Mk. 
VI rear number plate. Max Duncombe, 
(07) 888 3244. 


Parties dealing in motor cars must, where 
required by law, quote their dealer’s licence 
number and comply with all other statutory 
requirements relating to their advertising 

Cheques should be made payable to 
R.R.O.C. and must accompany advertisement. 


PRAECLARUM 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


PARTS FOR SALE 


Pair front mudguards, suit Phantom I, 
six wheel equipped, and front valance 
panel, excellent condition, no rust. $600. 
Would cost well over $3000 to reproduce. 
Magnetos, Watford E06, for Silver Ghost, 
two almost complete plus third spare 
body. $450 the lot. 

Germania 6’ self-generating headlight, 
complete, in very good condition. $240. 
Jim Redman (02) 330511. 


Components for full-flow conversion from 
bypass system for Bentley Mk. VI, Silver 
Dawn and Silver Wraith. $500. List of 
parts available. Tom Ginnan (062) 41 1873. 


PARTS WANTED 


For 20 h.p. GAK33: Four or five wheels 
with long (6%”") centre, with or without 
rims. Can swap or sell four wheels for 
20/25 (short 53/8" centre) fitted with 
good 5.50 x 18 Olympic tyres, or might 
sell. Also wanted, Watford or A.T. black 
faced 70 m.p.h. Speedometer to suit 
above chassis. G. Sandford-Morgan, 37 
Fuller St., Walkerville, S.A. 5081. (08) 
269 1285 


Pirrelli tyres 16 inch suitable for Dawn new 
or second hand one or complete set. 
Peter Shellard, 204 Bay St., Brighton, 
Vic, 3186 (03) 596 7406 or (007) 33 1060. 


Set of Spats, or pattern for same, for 
Mk. VI Bentley. David Brown, (071) 
95 1755(W), (071) 95 5142 (H). 


Vacuum operated windscreen washer 
bottle with the top for $1. David Vann, 
(07) 263 4926. 


Trafficator Arm for Mk. VI. Matt Smith, 
(03) 384 1203. 


Tail lights for Silver Shadow with built-in 
reversing lamps. Graham Norman, (071) 
44 6645. 


Combination Spanner (2 B.A./5 B.A./ 
3 B.A.), part number OE5078 for Silver 
Cloud III toolkit. Brian MacDonald (069) 
25 4249. 


Classified advertisements should be factual 
and truthful. Persons found misrepresenting 
Cars, parts or services will be denied further 
advertising. Those advertisements relating to 
cars for sale must specify chassis number and 
price. All classified ads will be edited and may 
be condensed and may be rejected without 
explanation or discussion. Facts and data for 
each advertisement should be typed or hand 
written clearly on letter size white paper and 
forwarded to: 


MARTIN BENNETT, “ALLAMBI,” R.M.S. 3310, GOULBURN, N.S.W. 2580 


Deadlines: 


21st of the month preceding the month of publication. 
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Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow II 


WHY YOUR NEXT NEW CAR COULD BE A USED 
ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SHADOW II 


At no other time has the Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow II represented such excellent 
value for money. Since 1905 the quality of a Rolls-Royce has set the standard by which 
other cars are judged. When a new Mercedes-Benz 190E 2.6 is priced at $83,800 the 
craftsmanship and complete specification found in every Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow II 
makes for an almost embarassingly attractive package. 


Over and above the quality of build and unsurpassed level of appointments the 
thing that impresses is the sheer driveability of the car. With precise rack-and-pinion 
steering, excellent all-round visibility, substantial reserves of power and torque, and 
a remarkable turning circle, the Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow II is ideal for city and 
highway driving. Of course the full Connolly hide and burled walnut interior and two 
level automatic air conditioning ensure that travel is undertaken in complete comfort. 


At R. A. McDermott & Co. a staff of thirty are dedicated exclusively to ensuring 
that each Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor car is maintained to the standard to which it 
was Originally built with the most comprehensive facility in Australia available to cater to 
the needs of the cars and their owners. All used cars are subjected to rigourous pre- 
paration and supplied fully-serviced and with a 12 months/20,000 kilometre compre- 
hensive warranty. 


Presently available: Expected shortly: 
1977 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SHADOW II. Chestnut with 1977 SILVER SHADOW Il. Peacock Blue. Sunroof. 
Beige hide. One owner. IVL-415. $75,000. 


W Il. Honey Gold. 
1978 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SHADOW ll. Silver Mink ee Sneee " 


with Light Blue hide. Previously sold and serviced by 


ourselves. RR-129. $75,000. 1980 SILVER SHADOW II, Highland Green. 
1978 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SHADOW II. Champagne 1980 SILVER WRAITH II. Highland Green. Everflex roof, 
with Tan hide. Sunroof. AGF-806. $75,000. picnic tables, etc. 


R.A. MCDermott & Co. 


Sales © Service © Repairs © Spares @ Restoration 


120 STURT STREET, SOUTH MELBOURNE, VICTORIA. 3205 
(03) 62 3483 


LMCT 4141 
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SPECIAL WINTER WARMERS 


Heater Hot Water Taps. Silver Shadow/T, Cloud |, Il, Ill, and $1, 2, 3. 

Diaphrams for Hot Water Taps. Silver Cloud I/S1. 

Reconditioning Service — Vacuum Operated Modulator, Silver Cloud |/S1. 

Under Floor Heater Matrix. Silver Dawn, Silver Wraith, Mk. VI/R. 

Under Floor Heater Cowl and Ducting. Silver Dawn, Mk. VI/R. 

Electric Actuator Motors for Heater Taps and Flap Controls. Silver Cloud Il, S2 and later models. 
Under-Wing Heater Matrix. Silver Cloud and S series. 

Viscous Coupling. Silver Shadow/T series. 


FOR SALE 


2 X ROLLS-ROYCE Mk. 4B V-12 METEOR 
ENGINES 


Developing 640 h.p. 
Engines run 1,000 hrs. each. 
Completely rebuilt to D.C.A. specifications 
at a cost of $25,000 each. 


Fully inhibited to Veh. M-354-12 Specific- 
ations. Fully documented and packed in 
transport crates as per photograph. 


Price each: $10,000. 


BRUCE R. ROSS PTY. LTD. 


340 PENNANT HILLS ROAD, PENNANT HILLS. 2120 
(02) 484 1239, 484 1253, Telex: AA24158 


SALOON LANDAULETTE BODY 


With Window at back of Front Seat 
FOR TOWN OR COUNTRY WORK 


A Body in a class of its own, prices and particulars on application 


SALMONS & SONS 


Showrooms: 6, 7,8 & 9, Upper St. Martin’s Lane, London, W.C. Telegrams: “SCALEBOARD LONDON.” 
Works: Newport Pagnell, Bucks. TE PPRe TEA BREN cn 
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